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Mary Edmonia Lewis Nampeyo  

 
 
· Born in Upstate New York on July 4, 1845  
· Her parents died when she was very young  
· In 1864, she created a sculpture of Colonel 

Robert Gould Shaw, the white commander 
of the all-black 54th Massachusetts Infantry 
Regiment.  

· Lewis moved to Rome, Italy in 1865, an  
 international centre at the time of writers, 
 poets, and artists, to continue her studies.  
· Some of her most famous works includ-

ed Forever Free (1867) which depicted a 
black woman and black man celebrating 
the Emancipation Proclamation 

· Hagar in the Wilderness (1868), a sculpture 
of an Egyptian handmaiden 

· Old Arrow Maker and His Daughter (1872) 
which showed Native Americans The Death 
of  

 Cleopatra (1875) which was eventually ac-
quired by the National Museum of Art in Wash-
ington, D.C.  
· Edmonia Lewis disappeared from public 

view in the 1880s. 
· Her last known sculpture appeared in 1883. 
· She died in London, England on September 

17, 1907.  Mary Edmonia 
Lewis  

Nampeyo 

Edmonia Lewis' first notable 
commercial success was a bust 
of Colonel Robert Gould Shaw.  

Edmonia Lewis was the first  
professional African American 
and Native American sculptor. 

She was orphaned at a young 
age and reportedly lived with 
her aunts, who nicknamed her 

Wildfire. 

Edmonia Lewis’ work explored 
religious and classical themes. 

The money she earned selling 
copies of the bust allowed her 
to sail to Rome, Italy, where she 
mastered working in marble. 

What features do you  
notice in her artwork?  

Who would appreciate 
this kind of work? 

She was a Black American sculptor, 
of mixed African-American and Native  

American (Ojibwe) heritage  

Sculpture is the art or craft of making 
statues or other objects by carving, 
chiselling, putting things together or 

Bust is a sculpture of a person’s head, 
shoulders and chest.  

Scan the code to learn 
how to create sculptures 

using clay 



Maths  

Science  

English  
Current book focus 

Scan the code to 
find out what other 

books David 
Wiesner has written.  

Learn more about Light 
& Forces by scanning the 

codes  

PE days are on Tuesdays and Fridays. Children must 
come into school with their PE kits on.  Track-suits 
must be black, grey or green with a white t-shirt.  

Hoodies of the same colour are allowed too.   

Remember 
this prayer  

Water bottles that are bought into 
school must have children’s 

names on them and taken home 
to wash each day.  

Challenge: 
How many David 

Wiesner books can you 
read? Remember to 

use your VIPERS! 

How would you write 
24 and 62 in  

Roman nu-

In order to keep everyone 
safe, the school will no longer allow 

children to bring in any cakes, sweets or  
chocolates into school. 

Scan the code and join the Su-
per Movers and learn all of your 
times tables with your favourite 

mascots! 


